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Brief Overview of

RefoRmed Theological SeminaRy

over time, a small acorn can develop into a stately oak tree.  this word picture accurately describes the story of  
reformed theological Seminary.  after a season of intense prayer during a meeting in memphis, tennessee, five  
pastors, led by Dr. Sam patterson, birthed a new seminary committed to the inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures and to  
the Westminster Confession of Faith as its confessional standard. that seminary, first named the reformed theological 
institute, opened its doors in Jackson, mississippi, in the fall of 1966 with 14 graduate students. almost 50 years 
later, reformed theological Seminary is one of the ten largest seminaries in the united States with six campuses, two  
extension sites and more than 11,000 alumni around the globe. 

Dr. patterson served as the first president of rtS (1966-1989), followed by Dr. Luder Whitlock (1989-2001) and 
then Dr. robert C. (ric) Cannada, Jr. (2002-2012). Early in Dr. Cannada’s tenure, he determined that  institutional 
restructuring was necessary, and his title was changed to chancellor and chief executive officer.   a president was then 
appointed for each one of the growing  campuses now located not only in Jackson, but also in orlando (est. 1989) and 
Charlotte (est. 1992). Extension programs began in atlanta (1996) and Washington DC (1996) which have developed 
into full campuses. our Virtual campus (est. 1997) serves students in countries around the world. Currently, extension 
campuses are located in memphis, tenn. (est. 2010), and in Houston, texas (est. 2010).  Following Dr. Cannada’s 
retirement, Dr. michael milton, formerly the president of rtS/Charlotte, was appointed the second chancellor  
(fourth president) of rtS as of June 1, 2012.

independently governed by a board of trustees, rtS serves students from over 60 reformed and evangelical 
denominations and churches. the seminary currently has over 2700 enrolled students and is accredited by both the 
association of theological Schools (atS) and the Commission of Colleges of the Southern association of Colleges 
and Schools (SaCS). 



Entrusted
   with God’s

                  Truth

on bEHaLF oF tHE rtS boarD oF truStEES, 

tHE FaCuLty, StaFF, StuDEntS anD aLumni, i WELComE 

you to tHE inauguraL SErViCE anD inStaLLation oF 

dR. michael a. milTon

aS CHanCELLor oF

rEFormED tHEoLogiCaL SEminary

We are pleased you have joined us for this worship service to our Lord for His latest provision for 
ministry at rtS. He has been most faithful to sustain us for almost a half of a century, in good days 
and in challenging days. He has nurtured us from the infancy of a fledgling start up institute at 
the hands of unprepared laymen into a mature institution of eight campuses with a global reach. 
and he has richly provided us through the years with godly leadership and faculty, men who have 
been faithful to our founding principles of preparing the church’s leaders with a commitment to 
the inerrant and infallible Scripture and to the historic reformed faith.

rtS exists to serve His Church. We exist to serve those students that He has called. and we exist 
to honor god in our calling to prepare the next generation of pastors and other church leaders. 
Following the faithful service of Dr. Sam patterson, Dr. Luder Whitlock and Dr. ric Cannada, 
today we give thanks anew for His blessing that has led to the appointment of Dr. milton as our 
new chancellor to lead us into our future service to Jesus Christ.

We greatly appreciate that you have joined with us for this time of worship and celebration.  
It is our joy to have you here. 

      richard ridgway 
      Chairman of the board
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michael anthony milton (ph.D., university of Wales, Lampeter) is an ordained 
minister and long-time pastor in the presbyterian Church in america.

prior to his election as chancellor of rtS, he served as president of rtS/
Charlotte since 2007, and holds the James m. baird Jr. chair of pastoral theology. 
While president, he led the founding of two new institutes (campus ministry 
and chaplaincy), formed key partnerships for ministry outreach (including a 
new doctoral program in church revitalization), and initiated the preparation 
of a new master plan for the campus, which culminated with the purchase of 
additional acreage for the seminary. 

previously, Dr. milton was the senior pastor of the historic First presbyterian 
Church in Chattanooga, tenn., has planted two churches and founded 

Westminster academy Christian School in overland park, Kansas. He completed his pastoral internship under 
Dr. D. James Kennedy and later served as the interim president of Knox theological Seminary.

Dr. milton is the founder of Faith for Living, a multi media outreach ministry, which began airing in Chattanooga.  
Faith for Living with Dr. mike milton, now the broadcast outreach arm of rtS, reaches 70,000,000 potential households 
each week through national networks. He also writes theological reflections at http://michaelmilton.org. 

Dr. milton is the author of 14 books, including Songs in the Night: How God Transforms Our Pain to Praise (p&r), What is  
the Doctrine of Adoption (p&r), and Hit by Friendly Fire: What to do When Other Believers Hurt You (Ep books). He has 
written numerous popular and academic articles and has been published in such periodicals as Preaching, World 
Magazine, and The Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society. He is a regular presenter of theological papers at 
annual meetings of the Evangelical theological Society.  

His sermons are often illustrated with songs that he composes, sings, and performs with guitar or piano. His third 
CD,  Through the Open Door (music for missions), was released in 2010 and he is working on a new collection of songs 
for a Christmas album due later this year.  

Dr. milton holds a commission in the u.S. army reserves as a chaplain, (Lt. Col.) a ministry that he continues. His 
military career has taken him from battalion chaplaincy positions in Kansas to brigade level chaplaincy positions, 
service in the office of the Chief of Chaplains, overseas reserve missions, the deputy command chaplain of the 
108th training Command and the u.S. army reserves. Currently, he serves as a writer and instructor for the uS 
army Chaplains Center and School in Ft. Jackson, SC. in 2010, he was nominated by the Chief of Chaplains of the 
uS army and inducted as a charter member of the College of military preachers. 

Serving on several boards and active in a number of civic organizations, he maintains a full schedule of preaching 
and teaching in churches, seminaries and at conferences. He is a member of the national religious broadcasters, 
the Evangelical theological Society, the reserve officer association, and the Fellowship of Evangelical Seminary 
presidents.

Dr. milton, his wife mae and their son, John michael, reside in the Charlotte area.

Chancellor
The Rev. dR. michael anThony milTon  
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rESiDEnt & EmErituS rtS FaCuLty grEEtingS anD CongratuLatory LEttErS
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APPLE COMPUTER, mr. John 
Couch, Vice President Education

ASBURY THEOLOGICAL  
SEMINARY, Dr. timothy tennent,  
Executive Director
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H. Wakefield, Dean 

CAMPUS CRUSADE FOR 
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1794  University of Tennessee 
mr. Doug Horne, Alumnus

1802  United States Military Academy at West 
Point rev. gabe Sylvia, Alumnus

1810  Reformed Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary Dr. Jerry o’neill, President

1812  Union Presbyterian Seminary 
 Dr. thomas W. Currie, Dean  
Charlotte campus

1839  Erskine College, Dr. David norman, 
President

1859  Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Dr. albert mohler, Jr., President

1876  Calvin Theological Seminary 
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bryan Chapell, Chancellor
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Dr. michael L. Sweeney, President
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Chattanooga, TN, mr. Scott brown 
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Savannah, GA, Dr. neil Stewart,  
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aCaDEmiC DELEgatES
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Chancellor Inauguration
oRdeR of WoRShiP

PRelude  
Sovereign Grace Overture Adonia String Trio the rev. Dr. michael milton / J. Haines

Teyinged Emyn Cymreag (Welsh Hymns)  mrs. pam Eash, organist, Christ Covenant 
Church; Hannah Silver, Harpist; Lydia 
Silver, Cellist; abigail Silver, Violist 

Video Greeting the rev. Franklin graham

A Mosaic of Ministry a Video highlight of all rtS campuses 

Eclogue in F for Piano and Strings mrs. pam Eash 

(G. Fenzi)

     

*call To WoRShiP  the rev. Dr. mike ross, Senior pastor 
Christ Covenant Church

 minister:  Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.

 People:  Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed  

the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting You are God.

 minister: Let the favor of the Lord our god be upon us,

 All:  And establish the work of our hands upon us; yes, establish the  

work of our hands!” (psalm 90:1, 2,17 ESV)
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PRoceSSional  
*praise my Soul the King of Heaven mrs. pam Eash (Lauda Anima)
            Henry Francis Lyle (author) 1834
            John goss (Composer)

invocaTion and loRd’S PRayeR  the rev. Dr. J. Ligon Duncan, iii 
John E. Richards Professor of Systematic  
and  Historical Theology

oPening RemaRkS & inTRoducTionS  the rev. Dr. robert J. Cara  
Chief Academic Officer

anThem
the King of Love my Shepherd is mr. John Haines, Director of Worship
 (St. Columbia)  Christ Covenant Church

ScRiPTuRe Reading & PRayeR of illuminaTion 

(1 TimoThy 6:11-16)  the rev. Dr. bryan Chapell, Chancellor 
Covenant Theological Seminary

The SeRmon  the rev. Dr. r. albert mohler, Jr., President  
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

The voWS of inveSTiTuRe  mr. richard ridgway, Chairman  
RTS Board of Trustees

The Sign of inveSTiTuRe & PRayeR  the rev. Dr. robert C. (ric) Cannada, Jr. 
President/Chancellor Emeritus

praise my soul, the King of heaven, 
to his feet your tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who like me, his praise should sing?
praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him,
praise the everlasting King.

praise him for his grace and favor
to our fathers in distress;
praise him, still the same forever,
Slow to chide and swift to bless;
praise him, praise him, praise him,
praise him, glorious in his faithfulness..

Father-like, he tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hands he gently bear us,

rescues us from all our foes;
praise him, praise him, praise him
praise him, Widely as his mercy goes.

Frail as summer’s flow’r we flourish,
blows the wind and it is gone;
but while mortals rise and perish,
god endures unchanging on.
praise him, praise him, praise him,
praise him, praise the High Eternal one.

angels, help us to adore him;
you behold him face to face;
Sun and moon, bow down before him,
Dwellers all in time and space,
praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him
praise with us the god of grace. amen.

*Please stand as you are able.
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The chaRge To The chancelloR  the rev. Dr. Luder Whitlock 
President/Chancellor Emeritus

The chaRge To The RTS communiTy  the rev. Dr. Shelton Sanford 
Senior Pastor, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Rock Hill, SC

The PaSToRal PRayeR  the rev. bob baxter, Associate Pastor,  
First Presbyterian Church, Dothan, AL

ScRiPTuRe Reading (2 TimoThy 2:1-2)  the rev. m. Steve Wallace  
Chief of Staff

The inauguRal meSSage   the rev. Dr. michael a. milton 
Chancellor & CEO 

message: “Entrusted with God’s Truth to Extend God’s Grace”

*The BenedicTion   the rev. Dr. michael a. milton

ReceSSional    
*The Church’s One Foundation mrs. pam Eash

              

The PoSTlude

A Mighty Fortress is Our God mrs. pam Eash

Please join us for a reception immediately following in the Narthex

Thank You

Samuel J. Stone (author) 1866 
 
Samuel S. Wesley (Composer) 

the church’s one foundation is   
 Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is his new creation by water  
 and the Word:
From heav’n, he came and sought   
 her to be his holy bride;
With his own blood he bought her, 
 and for her life he died.

Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er  
 all the earth,
Her charter of salvation one Lord, 
 one faith, one birth;
one holy name she blesses, partakes 
 one holy food,
and to one hope she presses, with 
 ev’ry  grace endued.

though with a scornful wonder 
 men see her sore oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies 
  distressed, 
yet saints their watch are keeping, 
 their cry goes up, “How long?”
and soon the night of weeping 
 shall be the morn of song.

the church shall never perish! 
 Her dear Lord to defend,
to guide, sustain and cherish, 
 is with her to the end;
thorough there be those that hate  
 her, and false sons in her pale, 
against or foe or traitor she ever  
 shall prevail.

mid toil and tribulation,  
 and tumult of her war, 
She waits the consummation  
 of peace forevermore; 
till, with the vision glorious,  
 her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious  
 shall be the church at rest. 

yet she on earth hath union  
 with god the three in one,
and mystic sweet communion  
 with those whose rest is won. 
o happy ones and holy!  
 Lord, give us grace that we 
Like them, the meek and lowly,  
 on high may dwell with thee.



Thank You

Guest Speaker 
dR. R. alBeRT mohleR, JR. 

Dr. r. albert mohler, Jr. serves as president and the Joseph Emerson 
brown professor of Christian theology at the Southern baptist theological 
Seminary in Kentucky, the flagship school of the Southern baptist 
Convention and one of the largest seminaries in the world. Dr. mohler is 
a theologian and an ordained minister, having served as pastor and staff 
minister of several Southern baptist churches. He has also served in several 
offices of the Southern baptist Convention (SbC) and currently serves as 
chairman of the SbC’s Council of Seminary presidents.

Dr. mohler hosts two programs: “the briefing,” and “thinking in public.” 
He also writes a popular blog and a regular commentary on moral, cultural 
and theological issues. 

He is the author of several books, including most recently, The Disappearance of God (2009) and Words From the Fire 
(2009). also, he is the editor-in-chief of The Southern Baptist Journal of Theology.

a native of Lakeland, Fla., Dr. mohler was a faculty scholar at Florida atlantic university before receiving his bachelor 
of arts degree from Samford university in birmingham, ala. He holds a master of Divinity degree and a Doctor 
of philosophy degree (in systematic and historical theology) from Southern Seminary. He has pursued additional 
study at the St. meinrad School of theology and has done research at university of oxford (England).

Widely sought as a columnist and commentator, Dr. mohler has been quoted in the nation’s leading newspapers  
and  has appeared on such national news programs as Cnn’s “Larry King Live,” nbC’s “today Show” and “Dateline 
nbC,” abC’s “good morning america,” “the newsHour with Jim Lehrer” on pbS, mSnbC’s “Scarborough 
Country” and Fox’s “the o’reilly Factor.”

He is married to mary, and they have two children, Katie and Christopher.

 

Dr. and Mrs. Milton extend their warm 
appreciation to the RTS staff and students who 

worked diligently to make this day possible.
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