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DF 97872 CHURCH PLANTING/CHURCH RENEWAL
Summer 2018, Erskine Virtual Campus (EVC)

Delivery: Erskine Virtual Campus

Professor: Michael A. Milton, Ph.D., MPA
James Ragsdale Chair of Missions and Evangelism

President, D. James Kennedy Institute of Reformed Leadership

Office Location and Hours:

Contact by email for week-to-week questions.
Email Address: milton@erskine.edu

For appointments contact: Mrs. Christine Hartung
Executive Assistant to Dr. Milton
CHartung@TrinityChapelCLT.or

CLASS MEETING TIMES AND LOCATION

* Monday, June 18 through Monday, July 30, 2018

e Seven-Week Intensive Online Course

* Asynchronous Model (24/7 Access)

* Research papers, exams, and discussions due by the Monday of the week following

MISSION
The mission of Erskine Theological Seminary is to educate persons for service in the Christian
Church.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course equips students with the principles and strategies needed for developing new or
reclining (plateaued) and declining churches into healthy, growing, reproducing churches.
Students learn how to develop a Biblical vision for ministry and core values for church
development. Lectures, discussion, readings, and workshop activities allow participants to
formulate vision, values, and strategies. Elective. Three hours.
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COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES

This course is designed to introduce the theological student as Christian shepherd and person to
the Biblical and theological foundations and resources to discern, practice, and sustain a
spiritually healthy ministry. The purpose of this course is to help the doctoral student to explore
and grow in Biblical and theological understanding of vocation and the ongoing personal
ministry of formation and transformation through Word, Sacrament, and Prayer, expressed
through a variety of spiritual formation resources available. By the completion of this course, the
student will:

1. Articulate his/her understanding of the Biblical mandate for new church
development. (DMIN SLOs 1a, 1b and 1¢)

2. Express with precision his/her critical thinking about the theological nature of church
planting. (DMIN SLOs 1b, 1¢ and 2a)

3. Implement his/her discovery of the common principles required to start and revitalize
churches. (DMIN SLOs 2b, 2¢, 2d and 3)

4. Utilize learned skills and tools of assessing the health of a local church body. (DMIN
SLOs 2a, 2b, 2¢ and 2d)

5. Articulate both methodologies and the stages involved in new church development.
(DMIN SLO 2a, 2b, 2¢ and 3)

6. Outline the vocational portrait of a church planter according to Scripture. (DMIN
SLOs 1a. 2a, 2¢, 2d, 3 and 4)

7. Demonstrate an understanding of the necessary relation of culture and new church
development. (DMIN SLOs 2d and 3)

GRADING. MODE OF INSTRUCTION. AND REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS

GRADING AND EVALUATION

The grading scale for DMIN students published in the seminary catalog will be used to arrive at
your final grade.
The assignments will be given letter grades. For letter grades, the scale is:

A 4.0 95-100 C+ 23 84-85
A- 3.7 93-94 C 2.0 80-83
B+ 3.3 91-92 C- 1.7 78-79
B 3.0 88-90 — — —

B- 2.7 86-87 F 0.0 0-77
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MODE OF INSTRUCTION

The class will be taught using these modes of instruction:

(1) Online Lectures (asynchronous lectures that can be reviewed 24/7);

(2) Readings;

(3) Research;

(4) Weekly 3-page research papers (in compliance with Turabian, plus cover sheet, bibliography
with at least TWO peer-reviewed journal articles cited);

(5) Weekly discussion that demonstrates theological reflection and critical thinking on the lesson
of the week; and

(6) A final church planting case study project (15 pages in length NOT including cover sheet and
bibliography).

NOTE: Attendance is expected and is outlined below regarding Online Discussions. If absence

for any reason is anticipated, the student is expected to withdraw from the class or receive a

failing grade for the course.

DISTRIBUTION OF REQUIRED CLASS ASSIGNMENTS/COMPONENTS
1. Lecture Viewing and Discussion Group Participation

(Group research and daily class presentations) (CLOs 1, 2, 5, 6, and 7) 20%
2. Reading Component
(Statement of Reading required) (CLOs 1, 2, 5, 6, and 7) 20%

3. Research Papers (Papers & Projects)

(Weekly research paper that includes a cover, three pages of work and a bibliography.
Each paper uses a minimum of two peer reviewed journal articles demonstrating the student’s
independent research for each respective lesson in the course.) (CLOs 1,2, 5, 6 and 7) 20%
4. Capstone Project (Case Study)

(This is the culmination of the course learning into a major project by the student: a
church planting plan. The project is explained in greater detail below.) (CLOs 3,4 and 7) _40%

Total Points 100%

SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENTS
1. Participation is evaluated through viewing the lecture, responding to the professor’s questions
and interacting with peers on the discussion boards during the online portion of the class. (20%)

2. & 3. The Reading Component and Research Papers Component for this course requires a
minimum of 1800 pages. Required are three-page reviews of each work chosen that utilize the
student’s theological reflection and critical thinking to apply the lessons learned to the practice of
ministry. The student will submit a reading statement to document the degree or percentage of
completion of the required reading. (20% +20% = 40%)

4. The Capstone Project for this course will be a “Church Planting Plan” of at least 15 pages

(NOT including cover page and bibliography). The paper will follow the general guidelines
presented in class (a church planting plan based on your own denominational affiliation, a
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geographic location of either an urban, suburban, or rural location in the CONUS; the area must
be approved by the professor before significant work is done on the project.)

The outline will follow that provided in the textbook, Finding a Vision for Your Church (Milton).
This research paper is expected to be supported by at least three peer reviewed journal articles, as
well as citations from the course textbooks. DUE by August 15, 2018. (40%)

CLASS OUTLINE

*  Week One: Lecture 1: Overview of Church Planting and Renewal

*  Week Two: Lecture 2: Shallow Roots; Case Study Assignments; DMin students to notify
professor of their choice of additional book from bibliography for reading and a research
paper due by the end of the summer, August 15, 2018) (MDIV: 1300 pages; DMIN: 1800
pages)

*  Week Three: Lecture 3: The Biblical Basis of Church Planting

*  Week Four: Lectures 4-6: Portrait of a Church Planter

*  Week Five: Lecture 7: Portrait of a Church Planter

*  Week Six: Lecture 8: Church Planting Strategies

»  Week Seven: Lectures 9-10: Stages, Stresses, and Defining Success in Church Planting;
Class Wrap Up with attention to the Church Planting Plan

REQUIRED AND RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Students are expected to secure their own copies of all required textbooks. As a convenience, the
seminary has a bookstore portal. There you will find links to familiar vendors (CBD and
Amazon) and can check availability of texts, compare prices, and place orders. The ETS SBA
will receive a modest percentage of the profits from students’ and professors’ purchases through
this portal. The Erskine Campus Bookstore will carry a limited number of copies of every
required text and orders for books can be placed through the Campus Bookstore.

PLEASE NOTE: When ordering a book that has been published in more than one edition, make
certain that you acquire the correct one (check the ISBN number when ordering); do not attempt
to substitute an older edition of a required textbook.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

“10 Qualifications of a Church Planter.” Acts 29. Accessed November 14, 2017.
http://www.acts29.com/10qualificationsofachurchplanter?/.

Lovelace, Richard F. Dynamics of Spiritual Life: An Evangelical Theology of Renewal.
Westmont: IVP Academic, 1979.

Milton, Michael A. Finding a Vision for Your Church: Assembly Required. Phillipsburg: P&R
Publishing, 2012.
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Stetzer, Ed, and Daniel Im. Planting Missional Churches: Your Guide to Starting Churches, 2nd
Ed. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2016.

Other (nonrequired) Readings: DMIN students, choose readings for your research paper
from the bibliography at the end of this syllabus. (The required textbooks above are a total
of 1127 pages; your requirement is 1800 pages.)

NOTE: The bibliography at the end of this syllabus is for your scholarly and pastoral pursuits. Its
inclusion should not be misconstrued as a blanket endorsement of any or all the entries by our
faculty. We do believe that the titles represent a broad and good study of the subject.

SEMINARY POLICIES AND WRITING STANDARDS
For Seminary Policies: Click here.

All written work must conform to the latest edition of the Turabian manual of style and typed in
twelve-point type, Times New Roman (or similar), normally double-spaced, with one-inch
margins. Some reflection papers (which do not use footnotes) may be single spaced. See syllabus
requirements for each assignment

Turabian, Kate L., et. al. 4 Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations.
Eighth ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2013. (464 pp., ISBN 978-0226816388)

Click here for a video tutorial on formatting a document in Turabian style.

Additional writing guidelines are available in the Sample Paper and Writing Aids folder found on
the Seminary’s web site. Here you will find sample papers for several courses, a “Seminary
Research Paper Template,” a Bibliography sample, footnote samples, and more.

Students who may need more assistance are encouraged to make use of the Write Here Center
(Click Here) for improved writing skills.

Students may find the Erskine Theological Seminary Writing Rubric (Click Here). Scroll down
to the Writing Assessment Rubric and download.

All written work presented is expected to be the student’s own unless credit for the ideas, words,
etc. of others is clearly identified. Plagiarism in sermons costs pastors their jobs. Plagiarism in
class will not be tolerated and penalties will be assigned in keeping with the Seminary’s Catalog.

Students are strongly encouraged to review the provisions of the Seminary’s Catalog, particularly

those governing registration for and withdrawal from classes, class attendance, grades (including
incompletes), academic conduct, and expectations for written assignments.
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BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR CHURCH PLANTING

Articles

"10 Qualifications of a Church Planter." Acts 29. Accessed November 14, 2017. http://
www.acts29.com/10qualificationsofachurchplanter?/.

Allen, Roland. Missionary Methods: St. Paul's or Ours? Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans, 1962.

Arment, Ben. Church in the Making What Makes or Breaks a New Church Before It Starts.
Nashville: B & H Publishing Group, 2014.

Bouma, Gary D. “The Real Reason One Conservative Church Grew.” Review of Religious
Research (1979): 127-137.

Breault, Kevin D. “New Evidence on Religious Pluralism, Urbanism, and Religious
Participation.” American Sociological Review (1989): 1048—1053.

Brock, Charles. Indigenous Church Planting: A Practical Journey. Neosho: Church Growth
International, 1994.

. The Principles and Practice of Indigenous Church Planting. Nashville: Broadman
Press, 1981.

. The Principles and Practice of Indigenous Church Planting. Nashville: Broadman
Press, 1981.

Casanova, José. “Religion, the New Millennium, and Globalization.” Sociology of Religion 62,
no. 4 (2001): 415-441.

. “Religion, the New Millennium, and Globalization.” Sociology of Religion 62, no. 4
(2001): 415-441.

Chaves, Mark. “All Creatures Great and Small: Megachurches in Context.” Review of Religious
Research (2006): 329-346.

. “All Creatures Great and Small: Megachurches in Context.” Review of Religious
Research (2006): 329-346.

Cox, Harvey G., and Jan Swyngedouw. “The Myth of the Twentieth Century: The Rise and Fall
of Secularization.” Japanese Journal of Religious Studies (2000): 1-13.

Culbertson, Howard. "Missions Time Line." January 29, 2015. Accessed April 21, 2018. https://
home.snu.edu/~hculbert/1600.htm

Filson, Floyd V. “The Significance of the Early House Churches.” Journal of Biblical Literature
(1939): 105-112.

Finke, Roger. “The Quiet Transformation: Changes in Size and Leadership of Southern Baptist
Churches.” Review of Religious Research (1994): 3-22.

Page 6 of 25


http://www.acts29.com/10
https://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/1600.htm

Finke, Roger, and Rodney Stark. “Turning Pews into People: Estimating 19th Century Church
Membership.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion (1986): 180—192.

Hadaway, C. Kirk. “Church Growth (and Decline) in a Southern City.” Review of Religious
Research (1982): 372-386.

. “From Stability to Growth: A Study of Factors Related to the Statistical Revitalization
of Southern Baptist Congregations.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion (1991):
181-192.

Hammond, Phillip E. “In Search of a Protestant Twentieth Century: American Religion and
Power Since 1900.” Review of Religious Research (1983): 281-294.

Hayes, Daniel H. "The Foreign Missionary Movement in the 19th and Early 20th Centuries, The
Nineteenth Century, Divining America: Religion in American History, TeacherServe,
National Humanities Center." September 2005. Accessed June 29, 2015. http://

nationalhumanitiescenter.org/tserve/nineteen/nkeyinfo/fmmovement.htm.

Hayward, John. “A Dynamic Model of Church Growth and Its Application to Contemporary
Revivals.” Review of Religious Research (2002): 218-241.

Hout, Michael, and Andrew M. Greeley. “The Center Doesn’t Hold: Church Attendance in the
United States, 1940-1984.” American Sociological Review (1987): 325-345.

Huntington, Samuel P. “The Clash of Civilizations?” Foreign Affairs (1993): 22—49.

Irvin, Dale T. “World Christianity: An Introduction.” Journal of World Christianity 1, no. 1
(2008): 1-26.

James, Frank, III. "Calvin the Evangelist." The Founders' Journal Winter, no. 75 (2009): 36.
Accessed April 21, 2018. http://rq.rts.edu/fall01/james.html.

Kelley, M. “Why Conservative Churches Are Still Growing.” Journal for the Scientific Study of
Religion 17, no. 2 (1978): 165-172.

Kwon, Victoria Hyonchu, Helen Rose Ebaugh, and Jacqueline Hagan. “The Structure and
Functions of Cell Group Ministry in a Korean Christian Church.” Journal for the Scientific
Study of Religion (1997): 247-256.

McKinney, William, and R. Hoge. “Community and Congregational Factors in the Growth and
Decline of Protestant Churches.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion (1983): 51-66.

Min, Pyong Gap. “The Structure and Social Functions of Korean Immigrant Churches in the
United States.” International Migration Review (1992): 1370-1394.

Mullins, Mark. “The Life-Cycle of Ethnic Churches in Sociological Perspective.” Japanese
Journal of Religious Studies (1987): 321-334.

Pattillo-McCoy, Mary. “Church Culture as a Strategy of Action in the Black Community.”
American Sociological Review (1998): 767-784.

Reichley, A. James. “Religion and the Future of American Politics.” Political Science Quarterly
101, no. 1 (1986): 23-47.
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Scheitle, Christopher P., and Kevin D. Dougherty. “Density and Growth in a Congregational
Population: Reformed Churches in New York, 1628-2000.” Review of Religious Research
(2008): 233-250.

Shortridge, James R. “A New Regionalization of American Religion.” Journal for the Scientific
Study of Religion (1977): 143—153.

Smith, Christian, and David Sikkink. “Social Predictors of Retention in and Switching from the
Religious Faith of Family of Origin: Another Look Using Religious Tradition Self-
Identification.” Review of Religious Research (2003): 188-206.

Smith, Tom W. “Classifying Protestant Denominations.” Review of Religious Research 31, no. 3
(1990): 225-245.

Smylie, James H. “Church Growth and Decline in Historical Perspective: Protestant Quest for
Identity, Leadership, and Meaning.” American Presbyterians 73, no. 3 (1995): 203-218.

Stark, Rodney. “The Rise of a New World Faith.” Review of Religious Research (1984): 18-27.

Stark, Rodney, and William Sims Bainbridge. “Of Churches, Sects, and Cults: Preliminary
Concepts for a Theory of Religious Movements.” Journal for the Scientific Study of
Religion (1979): 117-131.

Starke, Frederick A., and Bruno Dyck. “Upheavals in Congregations: The Causes and Outcomes
of Splits.” Review of Religious Research (1996): 159-174.

Taylor, Robert Joseph, and Linda M. Chatters. “Church Members as a Source of Informal Social
Support.” Review of Religious Research (1988): 193-203.

Turner, Paul R. “Religious Conversion and Community Development.” Journal for the Scientific
Study of Religion (1979): 252-260.

Watson, J. B., and Walter H. Scalen. “‘Dining with the Devil’: The Unique Secularization of
American Evangelical Churches.” International Social Science Review 83, no. 3/4 (2008):
171-180.

Williams, William J. The Nine Nations of North America. JISTOR, 1982.

Willits, Fern K., and Donald M. Crider. “Church Attendance and Traditional Religious Beliefs in
Adolescence and Young Adulthood: A Panel Study.” Review of Religious Research (1989):
68-81.

Wilson, Gerald L., Joann Keyton, G. David Johnson, Cheryl Geiger, and Johanna C. Clark.
“Church Growth through Member Identification and Commitment: A Congregational Case
Study.” Review of Religious Research (1993): 259-272.

Books (including dissertations)

Abejide, Emmanuel O. The Art of Church Planting. [Kaduna, Nigeria]: [Gamsons Commercial
Press], 1998.

Akomea-Marfo, Paul. “Church Planting in the Anglican Church of Ghana: Particularly in the
Diocese of Koforidua,” 2007.
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Allen, Roland. Missionary Methods: St. Pauls or Ours? Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1962.

Alobeyo, Bagudekia K. “A Strategy for Church Planting among African Immigrants in
Philadelphia,” 2003.

Amberson, Talmadge R. The Birth of Churches: A Biblical Basis for Church Planting. Nashville:
Broadman Press, 1979.

Andrews, Gene. “New Church Planting in the Piedmont,” 1986.

Apeh, John Enejo. Social Structure and Church Planting: A Study of Cultural Concerns of the
Receptors of the Gospel. Atascadero: Indigenous Missions International, 1989.

Arment, Ben. Church in the Making What Makes or Breaks a New Church Before It Starts.
Nashville: B & H Publishing Group, 2014.

Bailey, John M. Pursuing the Mission of God in Church Planting: The Missional Church in
North America. Alpharetta: North American Mission Board, SBC, 2007.

Bailey, Keith M. The Church Planter s Manual. Harrisburg: Christian Publications, 1981.
Barba, Dave. “Establishing Trinity Baptist Church: A Study of Church Planting,” 2000.

Bartlett, Thomas Frank. “Multisite Church Planting in a Rural Community,” 2012.

Beck, Jeffrey Alan. “Towards Expeditious Church Planting: A Small Church Case Study,” 2015.

Becker, Paul, Jim Carpenter, Mark Williams, and Paul Becker. The New Dynamic Church
Planting Handbook. Oceanside: Dynamic Church Planting International, 2003.

Becker, Paul, Mark. Williams, and Jim. Carpenter. The Dynamic Daughter Church Planting
Handbook. Oceanside: Dynamic Church Planting International, 1999.

Benesh, Sean. The Multi-Nucleated Church: Towards a Theoretical Framework for Church
Planting in High-Density Cities. Portland: Urban Loft Publications, 2012.

Bevins, Winfield H. Church Planting Revolution: A Handbook for Explorers, Planters, and Their
Teams. Ann Arbor: Seedbed, 2017.

Blanchard, Kristopher J. “Entrepreneurial Orientation and Church Planting: Exploring the Effect
That Entrepreneurial Orientation of Church Planters Has on Planting Effective/Healthy
Churches in Three Northern Districts of the Assemblies of God,” 2009.

Bloye, Brian, Amy Bloye, and Rob. Suggs. “It’s Personal: Surviving and Thriving on the Journey
of Church Planting.” Last modified 2012. https://www.overdrive.com/search?
q=DAC75F7D-A108-4C59-827D-D8A7FC6934B6.

Bolton, Robert J. “Sons of Han”': Strategies of Urban Church Planting and Growth among
Chinese in East Asia. Havertown, PA: Treasure Island Publications, 2002.

Bos, Egbert A., and MARC Europe. Church Planting in Flanders. London: MARC Europe,
1988.
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Bright, Edna. God Uses Ordinary People: A Memoir of Church Planting. Franklin: Providence
House, 1998.

Brock, Charles. Indigenous Church Planting: In Review. Neosho: Church Growth International,
1996.

Browder, David Edwin. “Cross-Cultural Evangelism and Church Planting among the Deaf: A
Missionary Concern,” 1989.

Brown, Arthur S. How One Church Can Start Another: A Story in Church Planting Based on

Experiences on a Mission Field. Chicago: Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission Society,
1957.

Brown Snook, Susan. “God Gave the Growth: Church Planting in the Episcopal Church,” 2015.

Bryant, Philip., and Baptist Union of Victoria. Church Planting: Workbook. Hawthorn: Baptist
Union of Victoria, 1992.

Bryson, John. “An Evaluation of Fellowship Associates’ Church Planting Residency.”

Bundy, R. Craig. “A Description and Evaluation of a Church Planting Project among the Middle-
Class People of Buenos Aires, Argentina.” TREN, 1994.

Bunn, Tim W. God s Plan for Church Planting: Church Planting Manual: Using God's Timeless,
Supra-Cultural Principles. Wesstminster: IMD Press, 2008.

Burghoft, Hartmut. “Basic Research Toward Developing a Church Planting Strategy for the City
of Miinster = Grundlagenforschung Zur Entwicklung Einer Gemeindegriindungsstrategie
Fiir Die Stadt Miinster,” Bonn, Germany: VKW, 1992.

Bush, Troy Lennon. “Effective Church Planting: A Qualitative Analysis of Selected Church
Planting Models,” 1999.

Campbell, Aaron B. “Church Planting: God’s Answer to Society’s Problems: A Testimonial Style
Church Planter’s Manual,” 2018.

Carey, T. H. “Christian Baptism (Illustrated) Its Proper Subjects and Proper Act, with a Brief
History of Baptist Principles and Practices, from the Planting of the Apostolic Church to the
Present Time; Also a Biographical Sketch of the Life and Labors of Rev. Charles Haddon
Spurgeon, Pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London, England” [S.1.]: [s.n.], 1980.

Carroll, Charles Cowan. “Towards a Culturally Relevant Strategy of Evangelism and Church
Planting for Baptists among English-Speaking Chinese in Urban Singapore,” 1990.

Carter, Bruce Edward. “Planting a Small Group Based Church in Philadelphia: A Case Study,”
1996.

Casey, Anthony Francis. “How Shall They Hear? The Interface of Urbanization and Orality in
North American Ethnic Church Planting,” 2013.
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doctoral/822.

Church of England., and Mission and Public Affairs Council. Mission-Shaped Church: Church
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