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      WP-550Z (WP-550Z-T or WP-550Z-D) Basic Preaching 

(Considered Homiletics I) 
The Preparation of Expository Biblical Sermons 

SPRING 2021 

3 Semester Credit Hours  

 Professor: The Rev. Michael A. Milton, PhD 

Provost of the Seminary; The James Ragsdale Chair of Missions and Evangelism;  
President, D. James Kennedy Institute for Reformed Leadership 

FACULTY INFORMATION 

Office Location and Hours: Contact milton@erskine.edu for any questions. Our office seeks 
to reply within twenty-four hours. If you have a need for more immediate technical assistance, 
contact Mr. John Michael Milton, Associate Director for Online Learning: john.milton@ersk-
ine.edu.  

Appointments are available through Dr. Milton’s Assistant, Mrs. Christine Hartung. Please 
contact her at hartung@erskine.edu or telephone 864-379-8779. Mrs. Hartung manages mes-
sages from that number. 

See Dr. Milton’s Faculty Page for other learning resources, including rubrics: https://
michaelmilton.org/faculty-page/“ 

 MISSION  

The mission of Erskine Theological Seminary is to prepare men and women to fulfill the Great 
Commission of Jesus Christ through theological higher education that is confessional, mission-
al, and ecclesial. 

Read the entire Vision and Mission Statement here. 
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 COURSE DESCRIPTION  

This is an introductory course on the planning, construction, and delivery of biblical sermons. 
Emphasis is placed upon the step-by-step development of sermons which relate the ancient 
witness of the biblical text to concrete and contemporary human situations and concerns. Op-
portunity is given for practical experience in the writing and delivery of sermons. 

ADDENDUM (Taught as for Homiletics I): 
This is an eight-week Erskine Online course on the preparation of expository biblical sermons. 
Drawing on their work in Bible, exegesis, history, missions, languages, and systematic theolo-
gy, students deploy their theological learning within a classical expository model for preparing 
biblical sermons. Emphasis is placed upon a classical expository design that encourages the 
student to ask questions of the biblical text, and prayerfully to respond with movements that 
locate and unveil the divine mind of God for the condition of humankind. This course is re-
quired for the future Homiletics II (or WP 770, as in the catalog at present). Students should 
satisfy the Bible competence requirement and complete BI 502 Principles of Exegesis before 
taking this course. Required for MDiv students. Three credit hours. 

 COURSE OUTCOMES: 

The mission of Erskine Theological Seminary is to prepare men and women to fulfill the Great 
Commission through theological higher education that is confessional, missional, and ecclesial. 
Among the goals of the Seminary are that graduates will be prepared to communicate the 
Bible!s message through preaching and evangelism, so as to make clear that its meaning is rel-
evant for today; that graduates will write and speak using theological language that is clear, 
well-considered, disciplined, and meaningful for those to whom they minister; and that gradu-
ates will be prepared to lead people in the worship of God and the celebration of the Sacra-
ments. 

As a result of taking this course, students will learn the tools, structures, and concepts that most 
preachers use when putting a sermon together. In particular, students will: 

1. Gain a thorough understanding of the standard terms and structures that are founda-
tional to expository Bible preaching. (SLO 1b) 

2. Demonstrate their ability to work in small groups to prepare a full sermon that fol-
lows the structural requirements of the course. (SLOs 1a and 2b) 

3. Develop tools that can be applied to different kinds of sermons in different settings 
and cultures. (SLO 1c) 

4. Gain insight and praxis into the public reading of Holy Scripture, including basics 
of elocution in order to teach others the essential steps in preparing to read Scrip-
ture publicly. (SLO 2a) 
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5. Prepare an original expository sermon manuscript as a final project. (SLO 2d) 

GRADING, MODE OF INSTRUCTION WITH REQUIRED ASSIGN-
MENTS 

GRADING AND EVALUATION 

The grading scale below is published in the seminary catalog and will be used to arrive at your 
final grade. The assignments will be given letter grades. The Erskine Theological Seminary 
grading scale for a MDIV is as follows (ThM and DMIN in a separate table below): 

ThM Students DMin Students

A                                  95-100                          4.0 A                                  95-100                          4.0

A-                                 93-94                            3.7 A-                                 93-94                            3.7

B+                                91-92                           3.3 B+                                91-92                           3.3

B                                  88-90                           3.0 B                                   88-90                           3.0

B-                                 86-87                           2.7 B-                                  86-87                           2.7

C+                                84-85                           2.3 C+                                 84-85                           2.3

C                                  80-83                           2.0 C                                   80-83                           2.0

C-                                78-79                           1.7 C-                                  78-79                           1.7

 D+                                76-77                            1.3 —                                  ——-                           —

D                                  72-75                           1.0 —                                  ——-                           —

 D-                                 70-71                           0.7 —                                  ——-                           —

 F                                      0-69                           0.0 F                                      0-77                           0.0
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REQUIRED READING (ANNOTATED) 

Students are expected to secure their own copies of all required textbooks. Check with Logos to see if any 
books are available in digital format for the Seminary-supplied Bible software. Check with Amazon, BN, 
and other online vendors for the textbooks. They may be purchased in either print or ebook formats. 

Anglican Church in North America Sunday and Red-Letter Day Lectionary. Edited by The An-
glican Church in North America Commission on Liturgy, 2016. https://www.logos.com/
product/129541/anglican-church-in-north-america-sunday-and-red-letter-day-lectionary 

This is the lectionary we will use to identify preaching passages for class. This required resource is avail-
able through Erskine Seminary students' Logos Bible Software account. If the book is not in the student's 
present library, it may be added for $4.95 plus an Erskine Seminary discount for students. 

Braga, James. How To Prepare Bible Messages. 35th Anniversary Edition. Sisters: Multnomah 
Publishers, 2005. 

This is a classic preaching text that is best at describing the centrality of transitions and key words to the 
arrangement of the Main Argument, and its rhetorical tethering to the Expository Statement. 

Chapell, Bryan. Christ-Centered Preaching: Redeeming the Expository Sermon. Ada: Baker Pub-
lishing Group, 2018. 

This book originally published in the early 1990s remains a standard for the explanation of a classical 
expository method. 

Clowney, Edmund P. Preaching Christ in All of Scripture. Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2003. 

Dr. Clowney was the president of Westminster Theological Seminary and Professor of Practical Theology. 
This work, one of his many outstanding classics, is the standard text for redemptive-historical preaching 
of the Scriptures. 

Milton, Michael A. Following Ben: Expository Preaching as the Power for Frail Followers of 
Pulpit Giants. Eugene: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2006. 

This is the story of how one preacher discovered the power of expository preaching as the power for the 
ministry. 

Morris, Derek. "How To Care For Your Voice: Eight Practical Suggestions For Preachers.” Min-
istrymagazine.Org. Last modified 2020. https://www.ministrymagazine.org/archive/
2010/07-august/how-to-care-for-your-voice.  

This is one of several resources for practicing the public reading of Scriptures and preaching. 

 RESOURCES REQUIRED 

Logos Bible Software 9.0 Sermon Builder 
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Lectionary Calendar used in the course, Anglican Church in North America: https://liturgical-
calendar.com/en/ACNA/2020. 

The Book of Common Worship: Presbyterian Book of Common Worship. The Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, 1993. Last modified 2010. Accessed December 2, 2020. 
https://bookoforder.info/Book-of-Common-Worship.pdf.  

The Book of Common Prayer. https://bcp2019.anglicanchurch.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/
BCP2019.pdf 

Milton, Michael A., “Rubric for Expository Preaching,” Faith for Living, last modified October 
1, 2015, accessed December 4, 2020, https://5mt.michaelmilton.org/2016/12/
IMG_0789.jpg. 

Russell, William. Pulpit Elocution. London: Hansebooks, 2017. (Read Introduction, and chapters 
1 and 2 for Homiletics I; the book will also be used in Homiletics 2 “Delivery”.) 

 DMIN/THM READING 

Doctor of Ministry and Master of Theology students will take the required reading books, plus "pick 2” 
from below. (If the DMIN or ThM student has already read one or more of the required readings, s/he will 
exchange for an equal number of books to be read from the list below): 

McLean, Max, and Warren Bird. Unleashing the Word: Rediscovering the Public Reading of 
Scripture. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009. 

Milton, Michael A. Authentic Christianity and the Life of Freedom: Expository Messages from 
Galatians. Eugene: Wipf & Stock Publishers, 2005. 

———. Oh, the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus: Expository Messages from John 17. Eugene: Wipf & 
Stock Publishers, 2007. 

Patrick, Tim, and Andrew Reid. The Whole Counsel of God: Why and How to Preach the Entire 
Bible. Wheaton: Crossway, 2020. 

Piper, John. Expository Exultation: Christian Preaching as Worship. Wheaton: Crossway, 2018. 

Robinson, Haddon W. Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository Mes-
sages. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2014. 

Robinson, Haddon W., and Torrey W. Robinson. It’s All in How You Tell It: Preaching First-Per-
son Expository Messages. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2003. 

 Stewart, James S. Heralds of God : A Practical Book on Preaching. Vancouver: Regent College 
Publishers, 2001. 
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Stott, John. Between Two Worlds: The Challenge of Preaching Today. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing, 2017. 

COURSE EVALUATION  

Features of Student Evaluation:* 

Comprehensive final examination on reading and lecture materials. (25% of Final Grade) 
(CLOs 1, 3 and 4) 

Preparation of an original sermon manuscript, using peer-review in an online small-group 
classroom, recorded on Brightspace learning management system  (LMS) small group. (25% 
of Final Grade). [Use the Erskine Research Paper template with cover page, a copy of which 
may be downloaded at http://michaelmilton.org/faculty-page) (CLOs 2 and 5) 

Attendance and participation in class discussion and activities. (20% of Final Grade) (CLOs 1 
through 5) 

Final tabulated score on module mini-exams. (5% of Final Grade) (CLOs 2 and 3) 

Completion of Readings (Students will submit their completed required reading as a percent-
age, by Honor Code, in the appropriate response area on Brightspace (LMS). (20% of Final 
Grade)  (CLOs 1 and 4) 

*All graded work must be the student!s own, original work according to Seminary plagiarism 
and honesty policies (see Student Handbook and Catalogue). 

CLASS STRUCTURE AND PROGRESSION: 

The is an 8-modular mixed-method (synchronous and asynchronous) ERSKINE ONLINE 
course.  

Discussion Board questions are due by Thursday at midnight (during the week of the module). 
Responses are due by Saturday at midnight. Research paper assignments are due on the Mon-
day (noon) after the respective module.  

MODULE 1: INTRODUCTION AND PUBLIC READING OF SCRIPTURE  

Lecture (on the LMS) 

Required Readings (Required Readings are assumed to be read by the completion of the 
course; respective weekly assignments may require students to research into parts of unread 
sections, thereby requiring research) 

Read assigned articles  

View assigned videos     
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Mini-exam (on the LMS) 

Discussion Question response (with sources), and at least 2 Peer-to-Peer scholarly interac-
tions (In the event the class is smaller, this requirement will be reduced to one peer-to-peer 
interaction on the discussion board. 

Record and submit an MP3 audio recording of a Public Reading of two periscopes (sec-
tions) of Scripture (from the Old Testament, Psalms, Epistles, or the Gospels) taken from 
the closest Sunday readings in the Sunday and Red Letter Day Lectionary (Anglican 
Church in North America, or “ACNA”) through the LMS. The recording should begin with 
an announcement of the scripture, the reading of the scripture, and a post-reading ascription 
to God’s glory, closing with, “let us pray.” Students do not have to include a prayer. 

Module 1 is held the week of Monday, January 11, 2021; Thus, students will fulfill the re-
quirements by selecting two readings from the Lectionary readings for Sunday, January 10, 
2020 (the First Sunday  of Epiphany) which are:  

Isaiah 42:1–9 

Psalm 89:1–29 or 89:20–29 

Acts 10:34–38 

Mark 1:7–11) 

MODULE 2: PRESENTING ISSUES STATED, ILLUSTRATED, AND, PERSONAL-
IZED  

Lecture (on the LMS) 

Required Readings (Required Readings are assumed to be read by the completion of 
the course; respective weekly assignments may require students to research into 
parts of unread sections, thereby requiring research) 

Read assigned articles  

View assigned videos     

Mini-exam (on the LMS) 

Discussion Question response (with sources), and at least 2 Peer-to-Peer scholarly 
interactions (In the event the class is smaller, this requirement will be reduced to one 
peer-to-peer interaction on the discussion board. 

View assigned videos     

Mini-exam (on LMS) 

Select a Scripture pericope from the Lectionary readings for this week. Research 
and write out the essential element for this module. Post the sentence, or paragraph 
as Discussion 2. Provide comment on at least one other student’s work (peer-
review). Respond to the professor’s comments or guidance. 
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Continue to memorize the expository outline (https://prezi.com/i/rkpb3s6ryjsa/8-es-
sential-elements-in-an-expository-sermon/) 

MODULE 3: THE EXEGETICAL STATEMENT 

Lecture (on the LMS) 

Required Readings (Required Readings are assumed to be read by the completion of 
the course; respective weekly assignments may require students to research into 
parts of unread sections, thereby requiring research) 

Read assigned articles  

View assigned videos     

Mini-exam (on the LMS) 

Discussion Question response (with sources), and at least 2 Peer-to-Peer scholarly 
interactions (In the event the class is smaller, this requirement will be reduced to one 
peer-to-peer interaction on the discussion board. 

View assigned videos     

Mini-exam (on LMS) 

Select a Scripture pericope from the Lectionary readings for this week. Research 
and write out the essential element for this module. Post the sentence, or paragraph 
as Discussion 2. Provide comment on at least one other student’s work (peer-
review). Respond to the professor’s comments or guidance. 

Continue to memorize the expository outline (https://prezi.com/i/rkpb3s6ryjsa/8-es-
sential-elements-in-an-expository-sermon/) 

MODULE 4: EXPOSITORY STATEMENT 

Lecture (on the LMS) 

Required Readings (Required Readings are assumed to be read by the completion of 
the course; respective weekly assignments may require students to research into 
parts of unread sections, thereby requiring research) 

Read assigned articles  

View assigned videos     

Mini-exam (on the LMS) 

Discussion Question response (with sources), and at least 2 Peer-to-Peer scholarly 
interactions (In the event the class is smaller, this requirement will be reduced to one 
peer-to-peer interaction on the discussion board. 

View assigned videos     
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Mini-exam (on LMS) 

Select a Scripture pericope from the Lectionary readings for this week. Research 
and write out the essential element for this module. Post the sentence, or paragraph 
as Discussion 2. Provide comment on at least one other student’s work (peer-
review). Respond to the professor’s comments or guidance. 

Continue to memorize the expository outline (https://prezi.com/i/rkpb3s6ryjsa/8-es-
sential-elements-in-an-expository-sermon/) 

MODULE 5: THE INTERROGATIVE STATEMENT 

Lecture (on the LMS) 

Required Readings (Required Readings are assumed to be read by the completion of 
the course; respective weekly assignments may require students to research into 
parts of unread sections, thereby requiring research) 

Read assigned articles  

View assigned videos     

Mini-exam (on the LMS) 

Discussion Question response (with sources), and at least 2 Peer-to-Peer scholarly 
interactions (In the event the class is smaller, this requirement will be reduced to one 
peer-to-peer interaction on the discussion board. 

View assigned videos     

Mini-exam (on LMS) 

Select a Scripture pericope from the Lectionary readings for this week. Research 
and write out the essential element for this module. Post the sentence, or paragraph 
as Discussion 2. Provide comment on at least one other student’s work (peer-
review). Respond to the professor’s comments or guidance. 

Continue to memorize the expository outline (https://prezi.com/i/rkpb3s6ryjsa/8-es-
sential-elements-in-an-expository-sermon/) 

MODULE 6: TRANSITION AND KEYWORD 

Lecture (on the LMS) 

Required Readings (Required Readings are assumed to be read by the completion of 
the course; respective weekly assignments may require students to research into 
parts of unread sections, thereby requiring research) 

Read assigned articles  

View assigned videos     
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Mini-exam (on the LMS) 

Discussion Question response (with sources), and at least 2 Peer-to-Peer scholarly 
interactions (In the event the class is smaller, this requirement will be reduced to one 
peer-to-peer interaction on the discussion board. 

View assigned videos     

Mini-exam (on LMS) 

Select a Scripture pericope from the Lectionary readings for this week. Research 
and write out the essential element for this module. Post the sentence, or paragraph 
as Discussion 2. Provide comment on at least one other student’s work (peer-
review). Respond to the professor’s comments or guidance. 

Continue to memorize the expository outline (https://prezi.com/i/rkpb3s6ryjsa/8-es-
sential-elements-in-an-expository-sermon/) 

MODULE 7: THE MAIN ARGUMENT  

Lecture (on the LMS) 

Required Readings (Required Readings are assumed to be read by the completion of 
the course; respective weekly assignments may require students to research into 
parts of unread sections, thereby requiring research) 

Read assigned articles  

View assigned videos     

Mini-exam (on the LMS) 

Discussion Question response (with sources), and at least 2 Peer-to-Peer scholarly 
interactions (In the event the class is smaller, this requirement will be reduced to one 
peer-to-peer interaction on the discussion board. 

View assigned videos     

Select a Scripture pericope from the Lectionary readings for this week. Research 
and write out the essential element for this module. Post the sentence, or paragraph 
as Discussion 2. Provide comment on at least one other student’s work (peer-
review). Respond to the professor’s comments or guidance. 

Continue to memorize the expository outline (https://prezi.com/i/rkpb3s6ryjsa/8-es-
sential-elements-in-an-expository-sermon/) 

MODULE 8: THE CLOSING ARGUMENT 

Lecture (on the LMS) 
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Required Readings (Required Readings are assumed to be read by the completion of 
the course; respective weekly assignments may require students to research into 
parts of unread sections, thereby requiring research) 

Read assigned articles  

View assigned videos     

Mini-exam (on the LMS) 

Discussion Question response (with sources), and at least 2 Peer-to-Peer scholarly 
interactions (In the event the class is smaller, this requirement will be reduced to one 
peer-to-peer interaction on the discussion board. 

View assigned videos     

Select a Scripture pericope from the Lectionary readings for this week. Research 
and write out the essential element for this module. Post the sentence, or paragraph 
as Discussion 2. Provide comment on at least one other student’s work (peer-
review). Respond to the professor’s comments or guidance. 

Continue to memorize the expository outline (https://prezi.com/i/rkpb3s6ryjsa/8-es-
sential-elements-in-an-expository-sermon/) 

     WRITING HELP FOR STUDENTS: 

Students are encouraged to make use of the Write Here Center for improved writing skills. 

Students may download and use the Erskine Seminary Research Paper (pre-loaded with Tura-
bian style) here. 

Students may find the Dr. Milton’s Rubrics for Research Papers, Online Discussion posts, and 
Oral Presentations here. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

ONLINE HOMILETIC RESOURCES 

The Academy of Homiletics. http://www.homiletics.org/ 

Evangelical Homiletics Society. http://www.ehomiletics.com/ 

Religion-online. http://www.religion-online.org/ 

Fides Quaerens Internetum: The Christian Theology Page. http:// www.bu.edu/people/bpstone/
theology/theology.html 

The Living Pulpit. Sample articles from back issues; each issue has a theme such as “Hope,” 
“Politics,” or “Work.” Table of contents for back issues are also listed. The journal is pro-
duced by non-profit organization, Living Pulpit, Inc. http://www.pulpit.org/ 
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Internet Guide to Preaching. Includes links to sites in the following categories: Revised Common 
Lectionary; Methods for Text Study; Stories, Illustrations, Quotations; Writing Helps, Dic-
tionaries; Sermons, Homiletics, Public Context, and Worship Planning. http://www.cyber-
word.com/preach/ index.asp 

The Text This Week: Revised Common Lectionary, Scripture Study and Worship Links and Re-
sources for Students, Teachers and Preachers. Revised Common Lections searchable by 
date or scripture, with links to versions, exegeses, sermons, and other relevant commentary; 
plus the occasional link to interesting and related sites. http://www.textweek.com/ 

The Wabash Center Guide to Internet Resources for Teaching and Learning in Theology and Re-
ligion. http://www.wabashcenter.wabash.edu/Internet/ front.htm. Wabash Center Internet 
Guide: Preaching. An ecumenical compilation of links, divided into the following cate-
gories: syllabi and teaching resources, electronic texts, electronic journals, websites, bibli-
ographies, and listserv discussion groups. http:// www.wabashcenter.wabash.edu/Internet/
preach.htm 

Preaching – A journal designed to help ministers strengthen their pulpit ministries and worship 
leadership. Web site includes announcements of upcoming issues and conference events, 
sample articles and sermons from past issues. A full electronic version of the magazine is 
available by subscription. http://www.ministry.org/preaching/index.html 

Homiletics Online – http://homileticsonline.com 

Duke Divinity School Library, Guides to WWW resources in religion, Divinity guide to internet 
resources. http://www.lib.duke.edu/divinity/ 

Vanderbilt Divinity School Library. http://divinity.lib.vanderbilt.edu/ homiletics.htm 

Sermons from the Fathers of the Church. http://ccel.wheaton.edu/fathers2/ Regarding this site, 
another related site enables you to search these documents by keyword or subject: http://
www.earlychurch.com/study/ search.html 

BOOKS AND JOURNALS 
Adams, Jay E. Preaching with Purpose: The Urgent Task of Homiletics. New York: Harper 

Collins, 1986. 

______. Truth Applied: Application in Preaching. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing Compa-
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Barth, Karl. Homiletics. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1991. 
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Kim, Julius. Preaching the Whole Counsel of God: Design and Deliver Gospel-Centered Ser-
mons. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing, 2015. 

Lenski, R. C. H. The Sermon; Its Homiletical Construction. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 
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MacArthur, John. Rediscovering Expository Preaching. Dallas: Word Publishing, 1992. 
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